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Greetings in the Lord!

Whereas the Spirit of our Lord has led us to call
The Rev. Seth Daniel Jones to be our Minister ahereas he
has responded favorably to our call:

We, the Rockland Congregational Church, thereforé
invite you to be present at a Service of Installatielebrating
this call, followed by a dinner reception.

Please telephone the church office at 207-594-885€
e-mail us atongl@midcoast.como later than Tuesday
February 9 to convey your intentions regarding attendance
the service and dinner reception.

The above invitation has been mailed out to Corggregalists
at the national and state levels, to local cleagy to friends,
family, teachers and former parishioners of our pastor.

The invitation is now extended ¥0OU, the membership of
this church. Please plan to attend this very sphacid moving
service, the culmination of 18 months of prayeskhrching.
As their last official act before disbanding, thdp#
Committee will host a dinner reception followingetkervice.
There is no charge for the dinner but reservatawagequired
please call the church office by Tuesday Februéry 8

at



LENT BEGINS WITH
ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17"

The Ash Wednesday
Communion Service which
marks the beginning of our
Lenten observances will be
held at 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesday February 17. The
name “Ash Wednesday”
derives from the ancient
custom of marking worshipers’
foreheads with ashes from the
burned remnants of the
previous year's Palm Sunday
fronds. The ritual and its
symbolism remain relevant
today in its call to repentance
and to remind us “we are from
dust and to dust we shall
return”. As Paul tells us, we
share death with Christ and we
also share resurrection and
eternal life with Christ as well
as through Jesus’ death on the
Cross. Please join us for
Communion and the Imposition
of Ashes on Ash Wednesday.

During Lent we reflect on the
life of Christ as He approaches
the Cross. What does Jesus’
journey mean for us? How do
we fit into the story? This
year, we will come together on
Wednesday evenings to
participate in a Lectio Divina,
or Sacred Reading, of the
Gospels as we move closer to
Easter Morning and seek
deeper answers to those
questions. Our time will begin
with a light meal of bread and
soup, followed by a time of
prayer, readings, song and
discussion. Join us beginning
February 2% at 6:00 p.m.

Dear Congregation of God,

Most of the decisions in my life are made
finally, on aesthetics, which is simply the
study of what makes a thing or idea
beautiful. The quality of the beautiful is a

lost concept in our thoughts on the nature

of truth. | say this because when | reflect onttimee we have just
come through together as a church - Advent, Chasfrihe Boar’s
Head Festival - | see a time and experience oftigeaAs a family,
we have only been here for two and a half montéts| &m struck
by the presence of beauty. Whether it is the wi@mhave at our
home because of generous hospitality, or the nargigoy we
have at our church during worship, or the pageaardycolor of
the Boar’'s Head, we have been surrounded by bahtitihgs. For
this, | am truly grateful to the Lord, for the Loslindeed the
source of all beautiful things and ideas. And Ignateful to you as
a congregation, for the will of the Lord is madeotum by the work
and vision God has given to each one of us inttting called
“church”.

From the

PASTOR

Paul says in Philippians 4:&inally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatesgaure, whatever
is pleasing (King James says “lovely” here), whatels
commendable, if there is any excellence and ietieanything
worthy of praise, think about these thingsAs with so many
things, it is easier to say than to do. As a dhulhowever, the
ideal goal of any given activity is to seek whatrrise, honorable,
just, pure, lovely, commendable and excellentad h pastor friend
who thought of each service as a feast. His questas always,
“How do | present this dish, this experience, thisrd, this song in
such a way that it is truly a tasty, lovely expede?” As with any
feast, presentation - what makes it beautifula: giority.

All of the above is a preface to the future of Raok
Congregational Church. We have already had twohymeetings
in January, with several enthusiastic youth. \Weehanew
members class with a good number of interestedlpdeg@rning
about the faith, Congregationalism, and this chuhre have just
finished the Boar’'s Head Festival. We have ouulagworship,
with its music and words and prayer. Paul's wandsa great
foundation for where we are headed. As | saidyrast letter, the

continues as PASTOR on page 3



PASTOR from page 2

sensitive and vulnerable child we celebrate inGhest child is a
good and beautiful model of being together.

The road which leads from the manger in Bethlehethé Cross
on the hill outside Jerusalem is a road paved Ratl’s list of
virtues. Wemake it beautiful. It is up to us tthink about these
things”. Thinking, however, is meaningless unless iinkdd to
doing, which is why Paul finishes his thought abebat to think
by saying,’Keep on doing the things you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the Godaufepwill be
with you.” Can you imagine seeing yourself as a model of twow
think and how to do for others? It is a stunnimgg to say about
one’s self. | believe, though, Paul is only capalfl saying this
because he has a deep sense of responsibilitpaaddr the
spiritual life of the small and struggling Philigi church which
he started. As we look to the future built on tlmad of beauty, we
are looking to Christ: a view toward beauty. Innpavays, the
past couple of months tell us the future is upoang so also,
therefore, is Christ. In the next few weeks, wk ag¢ adding a
Bible Study and hopefully a Men’s Group to our gnagvactivities
about the church. May they all reflect the beadtgur lives in
Christ.

Pastor Seth
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GREETINGS!

February is Heart Health month. Take 2
care of your heart by eating heart healthy 2
foods and exercising mind, body and .'8
spirit! Our HEALTHY LIVING GROUP

has resumed meeting (this might be a stepBOdy

in the right direction). We meet on Thursday mogsi at 9:00
a.m. in the church lounge. Come join us, all agécame!

Nancy Lewis
Parish Nurse

STEWARDSHIP

| am happy to report we now
have 106 households pledging
a total of $113,061 for this year
2010. This amount is above
the number determined for our
budget but falls short of the

145 households who committed
to this church by pledging in
2005!

No one needs to be reminded of
the importance of pledging, but
| think we do need to remember
the importance of
“togetherness”. The bell choirs
can't perform without
EVERYONE ringing; the
Vikings wouldn’t be in the
playoffs without a skilled
guarterback; a racing shell
doesn’t skim the waters
effectively without

EVERYONE pulling their oar.

So too with a church. Being
part of this community means
EVERYONE contributes
whatever they can on a regular
basis. It's a pledge. Please
make yours and join the team!

Judy Waterman
for the Stewardship Team



WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
STARTS FEBRUARY 4

Pastor Seth will lead a weekly
Bible Study class for all who
are interested, staring Thursday|
February 4 at 6:30 p.m., and
meeting at the same time on
Thursdays thereafter.

The passages to be studied eag
week will be the lectionary
readings for the following
Sunday, so that the Bible Study
classes will be a preparation for
and enhancement of the Sunday
worship service. Copies of the
lectionary are available in the
church lounge membership
center. Here are February’s
readings:

February 7, 5" Sunday after
the Epiphany:

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138; |
Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-
30

February 14, Transfiguration
Sunday:

Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; |
Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke
9:28-36 (37-43)

February 21, First Sunday in
Lent

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm
91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13;
Luke 4:1-13

February 28, Second Sunday in
Lent

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm
27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke
13:31-35

Church has been active i .
< \
Haiti’'s earthquake victims
church brought in $477 for Church World Servicewtdch the
Church World Service is always ready for any disiaahd it is the

Rockland Congregational Relief for Victims of the
raising money to help

relieve the suffering of

On Sunday January 17 a Eal"thquake in Haiti
special collection in

Community Presence and Outreach Ministry Team a&828
from their annual missions budget, for a total &hefc$1,000.00.
organization we annually support through our MathBray
“Blanket Sunday” collection.

On Sunday January 24 this church co-sponsorecbhdsten band
concert to support a medical mission team, inclgdiacal
orthopaedist Dr. Kevin Olehnik and two other Midsba
physicians, which is serving stricken Haitiansha tity of
Leogane, even closer to the earthquake epicerarrRbrt-au-
Prince. STEELIN' THUNDER steel drum band enthuscadly
and generously provided the Caribbean music, widgrovided
a venue, publicity, and refreshments. A packe@drdonated
$2,674.00, which will be sent to InterVol, the neadirelief
organization with which Dr Olehnik is affiliatedes
www.InterVol.org). InterVol is an established pease in Haiti
and we are privileged to support their efforts andourage the
dedicated Maine doctors who give faithfully of th&me and
skills. We plan to request that funds be used to purchase

wheelchairs, crutches, walkers and other equipmeaded by
earthquake victims

Many thanks to all who made it possible to carryaur local
projects, Thanksgiving baskets in November andstiias
Giving Tree in December - a wonderful responsehenpart of our

congregation!We were happy to have Steve Johnson get us up-to-

date on Coastal Trans on January 10. Steve’sSfats are still
availablein the church office February 14 Mission Moment
speaker Nina Durgin writes about Kairos Prison Mstiryi
International on page 5. Hopefully, Maine Seacdéission will
come in March. If you have an Outreach or Misgooject you
think our church should support, please let us know

Alice Dole (372-8003), Linda Murray, Steve Johnson
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PREVIEW OF OUR FEBRUARY MISSION MOMENT

| have been asked to speak Februatydythe Community
Presence and Outreach Ministry Team, so | thoudlgive you
some of the basic information ahead of time, winiety be new to
some.

The Kairos (K-eye-row-s) Ministry is an outgrowthtbe
Catholic Cursillo spiritual retreats offered indltountry since the
1970s, and before that in the 1930s in Spain. B{9%he first
Kairos program was offered in prisons, and the eainand
volunteers became inter-denominational. Kairasow offered in
33 states, and 5 countries. About 20-25 voluntaetrsis mentors
one-on-one to a like number of inmates, who aréged\by the
Chaplains to attend if they so desire. The volerst®n these
spiritual weekends “listen, listen, love, love” asttbw the love
and unconditional forgiveness of Jesus Christ neaites, many of
whom have never experienced family love. The @oygfollows
a set outline of talks, meditations and individaatl group
activities, which build trust and break down emoébwalls,
while still having fun. It has been proven to poslly change the
attitudes of inmates and prison environments. Ekerguards,
who supervise the groups, are positively affected.

There are three ministries under the Kairos umdoré&lairos
Inside weekends for men at Maine State Prison inr&aKairos
Outside offered for female relatives or friendseaféd by
incarcerated family members, and Torch for youtbfténders
13-19 years old, presently only at Long Creek dgwalent Center
in South Portland. The first two programs havedient reunions
with any who've been on a weekend, and Torch velerst
continue monitoring the same youth for 6-12 monthRsliow-
through is most important. More information angbogtunities to
serve are on the websiteww.kaitosprisonministry.org.I'll have
a more personal report on thé"14This church has been
supportive of Kairos for a decade, thru prayerskintacookies,
hosting the volunteers overnight during weekendd,donations
to your Community Presence and Outreach Ministie are
grateful that you want to feed the spiritually hongnd thirsty,
and give them the chance to let Jesus into thess]iand make a
new beginning.

Nina Durgin

Christ Church Damariscotta (NACCC)
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YOUTH GROUP AT
ROCKLAND
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH HAS STARTED!

On January 6we had a

planning meeting for Youth
Group at RCC and 11 kids
showed up! They are
enthusiastic, excited and ready
to get started. Right now, we are
planning on Wednesdays twice a
month, plus outings. Please call
Pastor Seth at the church for
more information.

We are communicating with
other churches in the area as
well to create a combined
church-wide effort to create a
welcoming and inviting place

for youth. Please let your friends
know! Our kids need us! If you
would like to volunteer or help
out in any way, please let us
know.

Pastor Seth and Kate Jones
594-5317, 701-1252/1318



Time to circle the second Sunday
of each month February through
June for a variety of musical

presentations in our concert serieg

On Sunday February 14 at 3:00
p.m. we'll celebrate Valentine’s
Day with aCHILDREN’S
PARTY, when balladeers Nick
Ruf and Louise McLellan give a
delightful children’s program of
original compositions. Valentine-
theme refreshments served,
donations accepted.

March 14 will feature the
performance of the unbelievably
talented Davis sisters on violins.
Also back by popular request will
be Harborside Harmony, the
women’s barbershop group.
Further into the season we will
hear a surprise performer in the
jazz format (she sang with Muriel
Havenstein years ago)!

Don’t miss a moment. Midcoast
Maine abounds in fine musical
talent!

Judy Waterman

SCRAPBOOKING CLUB

The Scrapbooking Club continues|
to meet on Saturdays, from 9:00-
3:00, under the direction of
Brenda Perkins. Upcoming dates
are: February 20, March 13, April
10, May 8. New and experienced
scrapbookers are welcome. Bring
a bag lunch! For more
information call Brenda at 594-
8374 or email her at
whos_jack@lycos.com.

BOAR’S HEAD AND YULE LOG FESTIVAL

So...another year has come and gone and the festigaonce
again, a success. No small feat, mind, considehnegeed to
postpone for one week due to a storm, considenaggsome
could not return in one week due to their schedaled
considering we were yet one more week past theddpli
Season. The Boar's Head Team were all hands dnaihet
calls were made to both cast and patrons, info carhen the
press and much to my surprise, people were graaiodyery
encouraging. The people who attended were entticsand
grateful and even though the attendance was doany nvanted
to be informed of next year’s show so they coutdrat and
bring friends and family. So hopefully next ye@md just as
important to me, many of the cast members havea@drasked
to be a part of next year’s performance and toldheg had a
good time. The Festival spiritually feeds mangnircast to
congregants to Team. | have a list of about 1%pleewho take
part in the Festival. Surprised? So am |. Soradram our
church, some from other churches, and some from the
community. | am so grateful to all. The Boar'sddelream
works very hard to ensure that all enjoy themsehresleave
with the Light of Christ to bring to others. Yeadter year | have
witnessed God'’s grace in this event and my heatssolhe
music, the dance, the costumes, the Gala, the &iarad all the
wonderful faces are all pieces to a marvelous workrt. Thank
you to all who patrticipate in the Festival whetbarstage,
backstage, or in the audience.

Most sincerely,

Susan Lewis Baines

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:

I have just returned from my first ever festivaldd hope | can make this an
annual event. What a magnificent performance, filsemusic to the
costumes to the animals. The church was a perégutesto lend an air of
spirituality to this endeavor. Thank you to all frerticipants who helped to
make this such a special afternoon.

As you recover from the Festival weekend, pleasetqand share) our
compliments! We've seen several festival presiemsinow. This was very
enjoyable, well-staged, and presented as thougladtars' believed what they
were doing was important. Good messages, well-eldtd Others seated
nearby agreed. Our best wishes to all involved.

What can | say about the Boar’s Head & Yule Logtiva? One word -
Brilliant! Beautifully presented true theater walreverence and joy for the
season. Thank you players, thank you quintet aggipes, thank you
animals, thank you wardrobe and art, thank you peedwho had a “cast of
thousands” to inspire and control. Those who hateseen this epic, go next
January at the Rockland CongregatioBhurch, it is a moving experience!
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received in loving memory of
RENA OSIER
by Annette Brooks
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received in loving memory of

Megan Beaneby her family

Wayne Drinkwater, Leland & Muriel Drinkwater,
Maurice & Belle Oliver and Thomas & Margaret Maker
by Madelyn Drinkwater and family

Chester & Phyllis Hunt and Clifton & Myrtle Hunt by
Joan, Cindy and Lance

Ray Johnsonby his wife and family

Eleanor & Vincent Keeganby David and Patricia Keegan
Harden

Mr. and Mrs. S. Eugene Lambby their family

Florence McConchie, Nathan Witham McConchie,

Mr. & Mrs. Harold McConchie Sr., Mr. & Mrs. Vance
Norton, Sr., Vance Norton Jr., and Mr. & Mrs. James
Peaseby Irving & Geraldine McConchie

Charles “Doug” McMahon by his wife and family
Clarence & Florence Joy, Ted Newcomb, Viola & Geral
Beverageby Maizie Newcomb

Roger A. Newhallby his family

Margaret Nicholas, Guy Nicholas and Corinne & Edwin
Edwards by Nathalie Nicholas

Rena Osierby Evelyn Eilers

Charles Perkinsby his family

Walter J. Powell by Joan, Cindy and Lance

Alma Snow & Byron Keeneby Rita Sheffey & Thomas C.
Rounds

Don Thompson and Troy Buzzellby Beryl Thompson
Mark Austin Zeiner by the Zeiner family

and in honor of:

Frances Keene, Carl & Phebe Snow, and Sara Snow
Glenn by Rita Sheffey & Thomas C Rounds

friends and members needing
visits and prayers.

In Rockland:

Bartlett W oods:
Nancy Deem

Gay Christine
McMahon

Dorothy Stevens

Alan Van Wert

Doug Vedoe

Knox Center:

Arthur Kinney

Winona

In Owls Head,
The Homestead:
Sue Eichacker

In Camden:
Merry Gardens:
Alice Tameris
Anderson Inn:
Dot Hamalainen

FOR MARCH 2010 ISSUE
Tuesday February 16

Send articles to Rockland
Congregational Churcl®.O.
Box 554, Rockland ME 04841
or email to:
congl@midcoast.com



YOUR RECYCLABLES HELP
OUR MISSION!

DEPOSIT BOTTLES help
support our sponsored children:
Morjina Khatun of Bangladesh,
Dellis Noguera Rodriguez of
Colombia, and Critovao Jorge
Joaquim of Mozambique. Put
your bottles in the bin in the
Kimball Hall foyer.

EYEGLASSES are used by the
Lions Club to assist vision-
impaired people worldwide -
bring to the church office.

FLIP-TOP CAN TABS: The
Shriners sell the metal and use the
proceeds for the burns hospitals
for children - bring to the church
office.

USED INKJET PRINTER
CARTRIDGES: The church can
get money back on these to help
our operating budget - bring to the
church office. Inkjet only, please!

CONGRATULATIONS
to our Chartered Boy Scout
Troop 206
as they celebrate the 100

anniversary of Scouting

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
FEBRUARY

1 Louise Thomas

6 Marilyn Trask

7 Grace Einsel

8 Louise Carroll

13 Sari Mauro, Alan Van Wert
15 John Root

16 Judy Post

17 Ellena Fredette

18 Joan Foote, Alden Mason
21 Jane Hennings

23 Jane Yates

26 Signe Gardner

27 Seth Jones

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY IN FEBRUARY
7 Jerry and Signe Mather

14 Michael and Barbara Bibro
22 George and Carol Manson

OUR BUSY CHURCH BUILDING

We have Harborside Harmony on Monday evenings,
Steelin Thunder on Tuesday evenings, Boy Scouts on
Sunday evenings, and now Brown Bag AA has joined th
list of groups which meet frequently at Rockland
Congregational Church. The Brown Baggers meety§ da
a week during the lunch hour in Kimball Hall, aitgss
them, take care of their own set-up and tear-daweh a
sweep the floor afterwards. Furthermore they arg v
gracious about being bumped upstairs to the sarydfua
we have another commitment in Kimball HaRlease
remember that Kimball Hall is only available by pi@us
arrangement between 11:30 and 1:30; please redpect
privacy of this group by not entering the hall awgi
meetings.All the “outside” groups which use the building,
except for Scouts, make monetary donations to Rockl
Congregational which help support our work and raiss
but the donations they give of cheerful, willingarest and
participation in our endeavors are far more valeiabl






