Library News

Volunteers

We want to welcome Marci Dority and Jackie Dunham as the most recent additionsto our library staff
volunteers. Asusua we can aways use more volunteers to staff the library during its open hours. If
anyone isinterested in what this involves, they can contact me viaemail, elaines_site @hotmail.com, or
call me at home, 785-5547, and we can talk about it. It's agreat way to get involved in the community
and to meet new people. With the prospect of a new home for the library and its collection, it isaso
an exciting time to get involved. The more volunteers we have the more hours we can keep the library
open.There will be publicity about the sale in the coming weeks. Stay tuned!

What’sgoing on at your Library these days?

The library is open fifteen hours over five days each week. Will Pollari, now working at the Carver
Library in Searsport, catalogued and bar-coded the entire collection of about 7,000 volumes over the
course of two and a half years, so our collection is now entirely automated. All the books—adult and
juvenile fiction and non-fiction as well as audio books and videos—have uniform spine labels. Books
with jackets have been covered. At the end of Will’ stenure, he and Penelope Olson spent several hours
together so she could learn the cataloguing process. She has been carrying on since as new books come
in and has put the whole processin print for the benefit of future librarians. Many of the new acquisitions
come in the form of donated books, but we have awonderful ongoing “best-sellers” grant that brings in a dozen or so new books—adult fiction and non-
fiction—and five family audio books each month. The response to these has been exciting.

There are computers with internet access available for everyone’s use. New this year is wireless hook-up to provide internet access for lap top computers.
Also available are a copier, printer and scanner.

Participation in the library’ s weekly Story Hour for pre-schoolers has grown measurably thisyear. Every Wednesday morning during the school year, the
children and their caregivers meet to listen to stories, do crafts and other activities, and enjoy asnack. On severa occasions, older children from the community
became the leaders and readers. The Summer Reading and Children’s Garden program, for children of all ages will be starting soon, so keep your eyes and
ears open for details.

Lindsay Pinchbeck, an artist and teacher from Hope, facilitated two six-week series of art workshops
for eight- to ten-year-olds on Monday afternoons this winter and early spring. It turned the Library
into a beehive of creativity and fun. We hope that Lindsay, who just had her first baby in April, will
want to repeat the program again some day.

The Adult Reading Group will conclude it’s 2006-2007 meetings in June. Plans are already afoot to
start up again in September. Anyone interested in joining the group is welcome, as are your suggestions
for booksto read. Please contact Elaine Tracy at 785-5547 or .

A knitting circle—known unofficially asthe
Knitwits—was formed during the winter and
now meets monthly on the third Thursday of
the month, starting at 7:00 p.m. While not a
teaching group as such, we welcome knitters
and crocheters of all levels. Therewill aimost
always be someone there to help you get started or solve a problem.

Last summer thefirst Fairy Teaat the Children’s Garden was held at the Children’s Garden. It was
ajoyous event. Though the first one ended abruptly with the arrival of afierce summer storm, we
hope very much that there will be another. Once again, keep your eyes and ears open for news.

S0, too, the Big Book Sale. Thereis no specific date yet, but it isusually the second or third Saturday
in July. We can always use volunteers for transporting books from the Library to the school gym,
setting up and arranging the book tables, and helping with the sandwich lunch. There will be publicity
about the sale in the coming weeks. Stay tuned!

Many have assisted with fund raising for the new building, which is becoming areality, and current
operations. From the Big Book Sale to delivering town reports, from bake sales at the pollsto alive auction and the Souper Supper—all these activities
promote community spirit and fun in addition to raising funds for our new building and the present library. Please stop in to take advantage of these all these
resources—and join usfor al the eventsin the coming year.

Children’s Story Hour

SPRING open abook with your friends at the Appleton Library Story Hour!! Join us as the magic of stories and friendship unfolds every Wednesday morning
from 9:30 am.-10:30 a.m. Come and see why story hour attendance is growing by leaps and bounds and both young and old agree that the Appleton Library
is THE place to be!

Story Hour is avolunteer-initiated program for children and their families. Each story hour children enjoy avariety of stories, a craft activity, and asimple
snack. Afterward there are opportunities for quiet floor play, book browsing, and social interaction. And now that the warm sun is shining, many families
extend their morning at the Children’s Garden where children have the opportunity to run and explore before heading home! No wonder participants are
eager to return! **Our last Wednesday morning Story Hour will be held June 13th and will resume in September.

Plant a Seed-Read a Book Summer Reading Program

Children of all ages and their parents are invited to come to the Appleton Children's Garden on Thursday evenings from 6:00
pm until 7:00 pm to weed, read and do crafts. We will begin on Thursday, June 28th. Thisyear we will follow asimilar
format to previous years, but will add a children's share. Children and their chosen adult can pick an evening to present a
favorite book or two, with the child reading, and the adult leading a craft or sharing a snack. It isreally great to pause during
our summertime activities and gather to read and work together. Plan an evening with your child, or just come and enjoy the
garden and some company. For further information, email Wendy_Thatcherhall @fivetowns.net, or call the library.
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