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˝~ Banned Books Week 2009 ̋ ´

Minister Habib Ibrahim el-Adly
Ministry of the Interior
25 Al-Sheikh Rihan Street
Bab al-Louk
Cairo, EGYPT

EGYPT
Musaad Abu Fagr

novelist in prison

Musaad Abu Fagr (Musaad Suliman Hassan Hus-
sein), a novelist, human rights activist, and founder 
of the Sinai-based movement Wedna Na’ish (We 
Want to Live), is detained without charge or trial 
despite repeated court orders for his release. Am-
nesty International considers him to be a prisoner 
of conscience.

Musaad Abu Fagr was arrested in December 2007 following 
demonstrations in al-Arish, North Sinai, involving Wedna 
Na’ish supporters and others who were demanding permits 
to build houses, title to the farmland they work, and the re-
lease of Bedouin who had been detained without charge or 
trial after bomb attacks in Taba, Sharm al-Sheikh and Dahab 
between 2004 and 2006. 

Two courts in al-Arish acquitted him of “inciting protests” 
and “resisting the authorities” in February 2008, but he then 
was served with an administrative detention order issued 
by the Minister of the Interior using powers provided under 
Egypt’s long-running state of emergency legislation. 

Lawyers from the Hisham Mubarak Law Center have since 
obtained several court orders for his release, most recently in 
June 2009, but these have been effectively ignored by State 
Security Investigations (SSI) officials who have continued 
to detain him in breach of the law. 

He is now being held on his thirteenth successive adminis-
trative detention order — imposed after a court ordered his 
release in June; SSI officials in al-Arish failed to comply 
with the court order, detaining him illegally for several days 
until a new administrative detention order was issued by the 
Interior Minister. 

On 18 July 2009, he was transferred to Borg al-Arab Prison, 
near Alexandria. 

Salutation: Dear Minister     Airmail postage abroad: 98¢     Salutation: Your Excellency

Ambassador Sameh Shoukry
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt

3521 International Court, NW 
Washington, DC 20008

Fax: 202 244 4319 or 202 244 5131

© Private

Please call on the Minister of the Interior to order the immediate release of Musaad Abu Fagr 
and all other prisoners of conscience in Egypt, and to curb the powers of the SSI and ensure 
that SSI officials who breach the law or are responsible for abusing prisoners are brought 

to justice.
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Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of China 
WEN Jiabao Guojia Zongli
The State Council General Office
2 Fuyoujie, Xichengqu
Beijingshi 100017
People’s Republic of China

CHINA
Liu Xiaobo
writer in prison

Scholar and activist Liu Xiaobo, 54, was formally arrested 
on 23 June 2009 for “inciting subversion of state power”. 
He had been held under “residential surveillance” since 8 
December 2008, without due process or access to a lawyer. 

The People’s Daily, an official Chinese Communist Party or-
gan, reported that Liu Xiaobo has been accused of activities 
such as “spreading of rumors and defaming of the government, 
aimed at subversion of the state and overthrowing the socialism 
system [sic] in recent years”. The newspaper claims that Liu 
Xiaobo had confessed to the charge made against him during 
the preliminary police investigation. Given the prevalence of 
forced confessions in China, Amnesty International believes he 
is at risk of torture and ill-treatment.

Please call for Liu Xiaobo’s safety and for his immediate release without conditions, 
and for an end to the use of vaguely defined crimes to prevent dissidents and activists 

from peacefully demanding legal and political reform in China.

Salutation: Your Excellency     Airmail postage abroad: 98¢     Salutation: Your Excellency

Ambassador Wen Zhong Zhou
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

2300 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008

Liu Xiaobo is one of the signatories to Charter 08, a proposal for politi-
cal and legal reform in China. Chinese police seized him from his home 
in Beijing on 8 December 2008, two days before the 60th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the original planned launch 
date of Charter 08. In violation of the Criminal Procedure Law, the police 
failed to inform Liu Xiaobo’s family about where he was being detained 
or to provide them with a detention notice within the first 24 hours, as re-
quired. The police placed him under “residential surveillance”, a form of 
house arrest that can be used for up to six months without a charge being 
made. His official “residential surveillance” term should have expired on 
8 June 2009. 

Charter 08, initially signed by approximately 300 Chinese scholars, law-
yers and officials, is a proposal for fundamental legal and political reform 
in China that aims to achieve a democratic system that respects human 
rights. Many signatories of the charter have been questioned and harassed 
by Chinese authorities since its launch.

Liu Xiaobo, a well-known scholar, has been arbitrarily detained because 
of his writings before. He spent several years in detention after 3-4 June 
1989, when Chinese authorities brutally cracked down on the democracy 
movement centered around Tiananmen Square.

Human rights activists in China who attempt to report on human rights 
violations, challenge policies that the authorities find politically sensitive, 
or try to rally others to their cause, face serious risk of abuse. Authori-
ties use broad and vaguely defined charges of “stealing, possessing and 
leaking state secrets” and “subversion” to arbitrarily detain and prosecute 
activists, journalists and internet users. Many are jailed as prisoners of 
conscience after politically motivated trials, while growing numbers are 
being held under house arrest with the police conducting intrusive sur-
veillance and standing guard outside. Since the beginning of 2009, a year 
with several sensitive anniversaries in China, the crackdown on human 
rights activists has intensified. Family members of human rights activists, 
including children, increasingly are targeted by authorities.

Amnesty International considers Liu Xiaobo to be a prisoner of conscience, 
imprisoned solely for exercising his right to freedom of expression.

© Private
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• SPAIN - incommunicado detention - An Amnesty International 
report, Spain: Out of the shadows- time to end incommunicado de-
tention, launched on 15 September, calls on the Spanish authorities 
to end the practice of incommunicado detention as it violates the 
rights of people deprived of their liberty. It illustrates how Spain 
has one of the strictest detention regimes in Europe.  Spain’s law of 
criminal procedure allows for a detainee to be held incommunica-
do for up to five days in all cases and for up to 13 days if suspected 
of terrorism-related offences. The 13-day period consists of up to 
five days of incommunicado detention in police custody, which 
can be extended by five more days incommunicado in preventive 
imprisonment. An additional three days of incommunicado deten-
tion may be imposed by a judge at any time during the investiga-
tion. 

While held incommunicado, detainees cannot talk to a lawyer or 
a doctor of their choice, and many detainees held incommunicado 
report that they have been tortured or ill-treated, but such allega-
tions are rarely investigated. 

Mohamed Mrabet Fahsi was arrested on terrorism-related charges 
on 10 January 2006 in his home near the city of Barcelona. Dur-
ing his detention incommunicado, he was not able to call his own 
lawyer. He told Amnesty International that he was tortured and 
ill-treated, but both the doctor who examined him and the investi-
gative judge ignored his complaints. 

The Spanish government has justified the use of incommunicado 
detention on grounds of national security and public safety.  

The report called on the Spanish authorities to scrap legislation 
allowing incommunicado detention, to allow all detainees to speak 
in confidence with a lawyer without police officers present, and for 
the lawyer to be present during questioning. Moreover, all detain-
ees should be examined by a doctor of their choice and have their 
families notified of their detention and location. 

The report has been widely covered in the Spanish national press 
and the international press. It is the subject of letter-writing this 
autumn by Amnesty groups in Maine and elsewhere.

• SPAIN - allegations of torture - On 3 November, as the UN 
prepares to examine Spain’s record on the issue again, Amnesty 
International presented a new report, Spain: Adding insult to injury 
– police impunity two years on, and publicly urged the Spanish au-
thorities to reform the current system of investigating allegations 
of torture and other ill-treatment by security forces.

The report reveals that victims alleging torture and other ill-treat-
ment whose cases Amnesty International first reported on in 2007 
have failed to receive justice due to lack of political will on the 
part of the Spanish authorities to confront torture and other ill-
treatment by security forces.

EUROPEAN UNION
REGIONAL ACTION NETWORK

“The structural failings affecting all aspects of the prevention, in-
vestigation and punishment of torture and other ill-treatment that 
Amnesty International identified in 2007 are still present, and still 
obstructing justice,” said AI Spain expert Rachel Taylor.

Complainants told Amnesty International that they had been threat-
ened with a gun or knife, whipped on the soles of their feet, and 
threatened with death by police officers.

Since November 2007, only two open investigations into allega-
tions of torture and other ill-treatment from the 11 reported by Am-
nesty International have resulted in a conviction. Of the remaining 
nine cases, six were closed without ever reaching trial and two 
are still under investigation, one of which has been open for more 
than seven years. In the last case, it was found at trial that torture 
had taken place, but the accused officers all were acquitted on the 
grounds that it was not possible to identify which of them person-
ally had participated in the assault.

One of the cases that failed to reach trial stage in Spain has been 
submitted to the European Court of Human Rights on the grounds 
of violation of a right to fair trial, as well as violation of the pro-
hibition of torture and non-discrimination. Two other closed cases 
are those of Sandra Guzman and Jordi Vilaseca.

Sandra Guzman registered a complaint in December 2006 at the 
Basque Department of the Interior after she witnessed a police of-
ficer partially strip search, hit and kick several men of North Af-
rican origin in Bilbao. Her complaint was closed six months later, 
supposedly because it had been impossible to locate the men who 
had allegedly been assaulted by the police officers.

Jordi Vilaseca was arrested on 1 April 2003 by autonomous re-
gional police officers in Catalonia while driving home from work. 
After ill-treatment during his three days in detention, he lost con-
sciousness and was hospitalized. When he regained consciousness, 
he was unable to speak, walk or control his bowels. Jordi Vilaseca 
made a complaint against the police for torture. In May 2005 the 
case was closed on the grounds of lack of evidence and because the 
prosecutor said there were contradictory versions of events from 
the complainant and the accused. After several appeals, the Consti-
tutional Court rejected the case in January 2009. No further appeal 
is possible.

“The Spanish authorities must stop shirking their obligation to 
conduct thorough, impartial and effective investigations into all 
allegations of torture or other ill-treatment by police officers. At 
the same time they should focus on prevention of such acts, which 
is always better than cure,” Rachel Taylor said.

Amnesty International welcomes progress made in some police 
forces to implement measures designed to prevent acts or torture 
and other ill-treatment. The increasing use of CCTV cameras in 
police stations and clear personal identification of police officers 
on their uniforms are important developments in this regard. Am-
nesty International regrets to note that significant improvements in 
autonomous community police forces (the Ertzaintza and Mossos 
d’Esquadra) have not been matched at national level.
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“Unless the Spanish authorities demonstrate political will to make 
the necessary changes to ensure effective and impartial investi-
gation of all allegations of torture and other ill-treatment by law 
enforcement officials, their victims will continue to face obstacles 
on their way to justice,” Rachel Taylor said.

• LITHUANIA - homophobic law passed - Further homophobic 
legislative amendments have been put forward for consideration 
during the autumn session of the Lithuanian Parliament (the Sei-
mas) which began on 10 September 2009. These legislative pro-
posals go even further than the July “Law on the Protection of 
Minors against the Detrimental Effect of Public Information” (de-
scribed in the last newsletter), as they would criminalise “promo-
tion of homosexual relations in public places” by both individu-
als and legal persons. All 3 European Union institutions – the EU 
Presidency, the Commission, and the European Parliament – have 
taken a strong stance towards the law on the Protection of Minors 
against the Detrimental Effect of Public Information. Amnesty In-
ternational issued a press release on this issue to coincide with the 
opening of the Seimas’ Autumn Session on 10 September. EURAN 
participants are writing again to Lithuania — this time to the new 
Speaker of the Seimas — calling on Lithuanian authorities
• to respect their obligations not to discriminate on grounds of 
sexual orientation or gender identity;
• to reject the proposed amendments to the Penal and Administra-
tive Codes;
• to repeal the “Law on the Protection of Minors against the Detri-
mental Effect of Public Information”;
• not to endorse any legislation that would criminalise, or other-
wise prohibit, the public portrayal, expression or promotion of ho-
mosexuality, or any information relating to it;
• to ensure that all persons in Lithuania, including children, fully 
enjoy the right to freedom of expression – including the right to 
seek, receive and impart information;
• to provide adequate non-discriminatory information and support 
to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people;
• to ensure that human rights defenders working on issues of sex-
ual orientation and gender-identity are able to carry out their work 
without the threat of criminal prosecution or other legal and ad-
ministrative obstacles.

• GREECE - Case of Konstantina Kuneva - In Athens on 22 
December 2008, Konstantina Kuneva, 45, a Bulgarian migrant 
worker and trade union leader, was subjected to a sulphuric acid 
attack by unknown men as she returned home from work. She lost 
sight in one eye, has limited vision in the other, and her larynx, 
esophagus and stomach were seriously damaged.

A history teacher by profession, Konstantina Kuneva moved to 
Greece in 2001 to earn money for medical treatment for her son. 
While working as a cleaner, she participated in trade union activi-
ties, eventually becoming Secretary of the Attica Union of Clean-
ers and Domestic Workers. The attack followed a period of rising 
tension between Konstantina Kuneva and her employer, during 
which she had received anonymous threats by telephone.

Although the police launched an official investigation into the at-
tack, human rights organizations criticized the focus of the initial 

stages and the failure to take her trade union activities fully into 
account.

In May 2009, a petition with 22,000 signatures was handed to the 
Deputy Minister of Interior, who committed to ensuring a thor-
ough and impartial investigation to identify the perpetrators and 
bring them to justice. But in June the investigative judge assigned 
to the case decided to end the investigation, even though the per-
petrators had not been identified. The case was sent to the Prosecu-
tor’s Office which decides whether to close the case or send it back 
for further investigation. 

Konstantina Kuneva’s lawyers have expressed serious concern 
that the case will be closed. They believe that the investigation 
was flawed, citing delays by the police authorities in investigating 
the case, the fact that no investigation was conducted in the area 
where the attack took place, and that no updated testimony was 
sought by the investigative judge after the initial one by Konstan-
tina Kuneva.

Meanwhile, Konstantina Kuneva is still in hospital months later 
and awaits several further operations.

1. PLEASE WRITE TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
    PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE OF THE FIRST INSTANCE 
    COURTS OF ATHENS:

• urging that the investigation into the attack on Konstantina Ku-
neva be continued, and that it be impartial, independent and effec-
tive, leading to the perpetrators being brought to justice;
• seeking protection of other human rights defenders and trade 
union members from similar attacks.

Director of the Prosecutor’s Office
of the First Instance Courts of Athens, Building No. 16
Proin Sholi Evelpidon, Athens 10167, Greece

2. WRITE A CARD OF SUPPORT 
    TO KONSTANTINA KUNEVA:

We are thinking of you and send you and your family our best re-
gards.

Ние мислим за Вас и изпращаме на Вас и Вашето семейство 
нашите най-искрени поздрави! 

Οι σκέψεις μας είναι μαζί σας και στέλνουμε τις θερμότερες 
ευχές μας σε εσάς και την οικογένειά σας.

Attika Union of Cleaners
Ergatiko Kendro Athinon
Office No. 320
3rd Septemvriou street 48b
Athens 10433
Greece

Konstantina Kuneva, before 
the acid attack, undated photo 

© Private
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USA
further responsibilities

• FY10 Homeland Security Appropriations Act - Guantánamo 
trials - Amnesty International welcomed (on 21 October) Congres-
sional passage of the FY10 Homeland Security Appropriations Act 
that would allow detainees at the US-controlled detention facility 
in Guantánamo Bay to be brought to the United States for their 
trials: “The Obama administration and the American people won 
a victory with Congressional passage of legislation to allow de-
tainees in Guantánamo to be tried in federal courts in the United 
States. Finally both house of Congress have approved amendments 
that will help close the detention center that has stained America’s 
global human rights record. This legislation would also require 
that Congress be informed of plans for mitigating any risks associ-
ated with the transfer of detainees into the United States. Amnesty 
International also urges Congress to follow through on its com-
mitments in the bill and resist any further amendments to other 
legislation that may interfere with the prosecution of detainees in 
the United States.”

However, AI expressed “deep disappointment” that the legislation 
will prohibit the release of additional torture photos, since “gov-
ernment officials who authorized and justified abusive policies are 
being shielded from prosecution. This action points more firmly 
to the urgent need for transparency and full investigation….” For 
future protection, Amnesty reiterated its call on President Obama 
and Congress to “support an independent commission of inquiry 

CENTRAL AMERICA
REGIONAL ACTION NETWORK

• GUATEMALA - killings - In mid-October, Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the Guatemalan authorities to investigate thor-
oughly the killings of two indigenous rural workers shot in sepa-
rate incidents in the previous two weeks. One rural worker was 
killed and two were injured on 12 October when an unidentified 
gunman who shot into to a crowd of indigenous rural workers in 
Guatemala City protesting against government agrarian policies, 
according to rights organizations. That incident followed the 27 
September killing of an indigenous man that witnesses alleged was 
carried out by security guards from the Guatemalan Nickel Com-
pany (CGN), a subsidiary of Canadian company HudBay Miner-
als Inc., after locals gathered to resist a possible forced eviction. 
Witnesses and rights activists said the guards violently dispersed 
members of the local community in El Estor, in the Department of 
Izabal, in North-eastern Guatemala during that incident. Accord-
ing to witness statements, CGN security guards hacked at a local 
schoolteacher, Adolfo Ich Chamán, with a machete, and then shot 
and killed him. Another seven people from the local community 
reportedly were wounded by shotgun fire in the violence.

HudBay Minerals Inc. has denied threatening or carrying out any 
forced evictions in the area and asserted that protestors attacked 
government vehicles, ransacked a local police station, stole weap-
ons, and attacked a CGN-sponsored hospital, and that members 
of its security forces were injured by protestors. HudBay Miner-
als Inc. has also stated to Amnesty International that it does not 
believe CGN personnel were involved in the death of Adolfo 
Ich Chamán. Approximately 120 people (20 families) of Mayan 
Q’eqchi ethnicity live in the community of Las Nubes which has 
been in dispute with CGN over the ownership of the land on which 
they live for years.

“The violence must be investigated and those responsible cannot 
go unpunished,” said Javier Zúñiga, Special Advisor at Amnesty 
International. AI wrote to the authorities urging them to investigate 
and identify all those responsible. “The allegations are very seri-
ous, and Amnesty International calls for a swift, full and impartial 
investigation into the death of Adolfo Ich Chamán and other in-
cidents of violence, to make the results public and to bring those 
responsible to justice,” said Javier Zúñiga.

Amnesty International repeatedly has urged the Guatemalan au-
thorities “to implement judicial, legislative and policy reforms 
aimed at eliminating a common pattern of injustice that appears 
to favor large landowners, often very wealthy, to the detriment of 
poor, overwhelmingly indigenous, rural workers. Indigenous rural 
workers face ineffective avenues for resolution of labor disputes, 
a slow justice system, and inaccessible and ineffective systems for 
resolution of land disputes. The lack of access to legal redress is 
exacerbated by an absence of due diligence of the Public Pros-
ecutor’s Office and judicial authorities to thoroughly investigate 
criminal complaints that have the intended result of a forced evic-
tion, and instead authorize evictions often after superficial con-
sideration of the facts and context. The disparity between the ac-

cess to legal counsel of landowners and marginalized rural worker 
communities has not been addressed by the state.”
 
• HONDURAS - extent of police violence - Attacks on opponents 
of the de facto government by the police and military escalated 
dramatically after the publication of a presidential decree that pro-
vided sweeping new powers of detention to the police, banned all 
public meetings, and imposed a 45-day curfew.

“Honduras risks spiralling into a state of lawlessness, where police 
and military act with no regard for human rights or the rule of law,” 
said Susan Lee, Americas Director at Amnesty International, at the 
end of September. “Roberto Micheletti must urgently rescind the 
decree and send clear instructions to the security forces to respect 
human rights in all circumstances and at all times.”

In September a local radio station and television channel delivering 
an alternative view were forcibly and violently shut down in joint 
police and military operations that disregarded legal procedures 
and human rights. Radio Globo employees were forced to flee; 
some in their panic leapt from the windows of their third-story 
office. A journalist interviewed by Amnesty International said that 
there has been a marked increased in aggression towards human 
rights defenders and journalists by the de facto authorities, and 
with the arbitrary closure of key media outlets by the police and 
military the atmosphere is one of “high tension and real fear”.
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local notes
• In conjunction with Banned Books Week, September 28–3 Oc-
tober, groups distributed information/action packets to bookstores 
and libraries. 

• Taylor Oddleifson reports that Morse High School AI did peti-
tioning for Banned Books Week on September 29 during lunch, 
collecting 223 signatures on postcards and 4 petitions.  

• WCSH6.com reported that on World Peace Day (September 21) 
Bangor High School’s civil rights team and  Amnesty Interna-
tional group planted more than 200 pinwheels —made by students 
and faculty — to prompt observers & participants to think about 
“whirled” peace.

• As part of Colby College AI’s focus on immigration & detention, 
they welcomed the campus community and the public to a screen-
ing of “The Visitor” on October 26 in the Pugh Center.

• Group 549 has invited this year’s Colby College Oak Fellow, 
Hadas Ziv, the director of Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, to 
talk to them sometime this semester, perhaps during their holiday 
card-writing event in December.

Several members of the group attended a 7 October talk at Colby 
by Dr Scott Allen, of Physicians for Human Rights and The Center 
for Prisoner Health and Human Rights, about the role of physi-
cians and psychiatrists in the recent US “enhanced interrogations”. 
Debbie Huck reports that “it was a good overview of the timeline, 
and the effects of torture on doctors and victims” and that Pete 
Sirois has made a DVD of the talk that can be shared with other 
groups.

• Please note that Midcoast AI Group 371 is now meeting in the 
Breakwater Building on Camden Street in Rockland, home of Uni-
versity College at Rockland.

The two Uighur brothers at Guantánamo whose cases “belong” to 
this group, were the subjects of a poignant account of their plight 
by Del Quentin Wilber (with Julie Tate) in the Washington Post 
(28 September). They reported in detail why Bahtiyar Mahnut, 
though desperately wanting to be free, had turned down the possi-
bility of release to Palau because he wants to take care of his older 
brother, Arkin Mahmud, who was not included in the resettlement 
offer because he has developed mental health problems. Both are 
among the Uighurs cleared for release from Guantánamo who can-
not be returned safely to China. “To make matters worse, accord-
ing to [attorney Elizabeth] Gilson and military records, Arkin is 
a prisoner only because he went searching for Bahtiyar after the 
younger brother left their homeland eight years ago.” They were 
picked up separately in Pakistan and Afghanistan and turned over 
to US authorities. “At a military prison in Kandahar, the brothers 
saw each other across the razor wire”, according to the Post report, 
but then were shipped to Guantánamo in 2002 and separated for 
months. The report continues: “A Uighur interpreter working for 
the military, Rushan Abbas, persuaded the military in 2003 to al-

into human rights violations committed as part of the ‘war on ter-
ror’ by or on behalf of the United States, in order to ensure ac-
countability and signal a fundamental shift in US counterterrorism 
policies”.

• National Defense Authorization Act of 2010 - military commis-
sions - Meanwhile, as this newsletter is being prepared, and on the 
3rd anniversary of the Military Commissions Act of 2006, the Sen-
ate is considering bringing back military commissions, and with 
changes — passed in the House as part of the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2010 — that would make them permanent 
with no exceptions, not even for minors. The military commissions 
do not meet international, US or even the US military’s standards 
for fairness. In Amnesty’s view: “Those responsible for terrorism 
must be held accountable. But real justice requires a real court.”

• Bagram detainee access to US courts - The USA must grant all 
detainees held in US custody at the Bagram airbase in Afghanistan 
access to US courts and legal counsel, as they remain unable to 
challenge the lawfulness of their detention in an independent and 
impartial court in Afghanistan, Amnesty International said on 16 
September. The US government revealed updated administrative 
review procedures for detainees at Bagram in a legal document 
filed two days earlier, continuing its bid to prevent any of the de-
tainees from challenging their detention in a US court. Some of the 
approximately 600 detainees at the Bagram base, mostly Afghan 
nationals, have been held for years. 

AI also has urged the US government to allow detainees access to 
their relatives, doctors, and to consular representatives without de-
lay.  And the US should assist the Afghan government in creating 
mechanisms to ensure fair trials for those in detention. AI has sug-
gested that Washington and Kabul should consider the option of 
mixed national/international tribunals to try those apprehended in 
counter-insurgency operations by Afghan as well as US and other 
international forces. 

• Camp Bucca - McClatchy Newspapers reported in mid-Septem-
ber: “The US military … announced the closing of the sprawling 
Camp Bucca prison in southern Iraq, transferring $50 million in 
infrastructure and custody of all but 180 of the site’s detainees to 
the Iraqi government. Early this year, the US military began emp-
tying the prison, releasing 5,600 detainees and transferring another 
1,400 with arrest warrants or detention orders to Iraqi authorities, 
according to the US military’s Task Force 134, which oversees 
American-run prisons in Iraq.”

• War objectors’ freedom of conscience - Amnesty Internation-
al has reiterated its view that US soldiers who refuse on genuine 
grounds of conscience to deploy to Iraq or Afghanistan should be 
recognized as conscientious objectors under US law and should 
not face imprisonment. Amnesty International considers a consci-
entious objector to be any person who, for reasons of conscience or 
profound conviction, either refuses to perform any form of service 
in the armed forces or applies for non-combatant status. This can 
include refusal to participate in a war because one disagrees with 
its aims or the manner in which it was being waged, even if one 
does not oppose taking part in all wars.
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The Ocober 2009 issue of 
Raoul, the twice-yearly AIUSA EURAN

news compendium, is available 
from its editor <thesil@midcoast.com>.

low the brothers to meet in an interrogation room. When they saw 
each other, they hugged and wept. ‘It was just so emotional,’ Ab-
bas said. ‘These brothers from across the world coming together in 
an interrogation room for the first time.’” Readers of this newslet-
ter will recall that, in a federal lawsuit brought by the remaining 
Uighurs, a judge ordered them freed into the United States, but the 
decision was overturned on appeal. Recently the Supreme Court 
decided to hear the case. Meanwhile, Bahtiyar Mahnut reportedly 
explained to Ms Gilson through an interpreter: “Every day here is 
an eternity. But I have to look out for my brother.”

• Coordinator Debbie Huck reports on this year’s AI presence at 
the Common Ground Country Fair in late September:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people 
for volunteering in the AI booth at the Common Ground Fair this 
year: Travis Chapman, David Jenney, Karl Foss, Pam Rasmus-
sen, Ellen Pariser, Mollie Schmidt, Pete Sirois, Luke Kuhn, Naomi 
Holzhaure, Marty Grant, Juliette Monet, and Taylor & Jennifer 
Oddleifson. Many of you have been faithful volunteers for years, 
and for that I am very grateful. For those of you who were new, 
I hope the experience was a positive one that encouraged you to 
volunteer another year. As most of you know, this was my last year 
coordinating the fair booth; Travis Chapman has bravely stepped 
forward to volunteer to take my place. I know he will be grateful 
that we have such strong volunteer support to help him out.
 
This year’s fair was marked by contrasts, both in the weather and 
in the attendance. Friday’s cold start brought small crowds, and an 
unwillingness to stand anywhere and talk, let alone sign petitions. 
By afternoon the crowds were stronger and the petitions started to 
fill up. The biggest change Friday was the lack of students — there 
was at least 2000 fewer students than usual this year, and I think 
we all noticed the difference in energy. Saturday brought the sun, 
and the crowds; many booths had long lines. We did much of our 
fair business on Saturday, and that helped us keep our numbers up 
on petitions and sales. Sunday’s rain brought another slow start to 
the day; crowds were small, but people were looking for shelter. 
Those that did pass by the booth were more willing to sign peti-
tions and postcards and to chat about their concerns. I did not 
detect one central theme to conversations this year as I have in 
the past, rather there seemed to be a concern about human rights 
issues on all levels. I do think we received fewer donations then 
usual, and sales were a little bit slower. I suspect this trend had 
something to do with the economy and not a lack of interest in our 
work. While I will miss running the booth next year in some ways, 
I am glad to pass on the responsibility to someone else. I think a 
fresh eye will bring even more improvements, and of course I will 
be volunteering to work there. Hope to see you next year.

Many thanks to Debbie, for her years of devotion to this im-
portant outreach, and welcome to new readers of this newslet-
ter who signed up at the Fair.

calendar
NOVEMBER 19 - Presentation by Dr. Ilana Feldman of George 
Washington University, “Between Government and Humanitari-
anism: Conflict, Community, and Citizenship in the Gaza Strip”, 
7pm, Diamond Building 122, Colby College [not an AI event]

NOVEMBER 14 - AI Northeast Regional Conference, 
Boston University

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY (December 10)

Maine Amnesty groups are planning various observances, among 
them:

DECEMBER 10 - Human Rights Day - Folk-singing and card-
signing, hosted by Bath/Brunswick AI Group 169 at the Frontier 
Café theater, Fort Andross, Brunswick/Topsham, 5–7pm (tenta-
tive) - featuring Jim and Kat Loney - free (donations welcome)

DECEMBER 10 - Human Rights Day - Program on the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) - featuring film, “The Reckon-
ing”, followed by discussion - organized by Greater Portland AI 
and co-sponsored by the Maine Alliance for the ICC (MAICC) 
and the Maine Chapter of the United Nations Association of the 
USA - University Events Room on the 7th floor of the Glickman 
Family Library at USM/Portland, at 7pm 

DECEMBER 14 - Human Rights Day - Group 549’s annual 
potluck supper and card-writing at regular meeting place, St 
Mark’s Church on Eustis Parkway in Waterville, 6:30pm

DECEMBER 15 - Human Rights Day - Holiday Card Party in 
the Picker Room at the Camden Public Library, 5–8pm, hosted by 
Midcoast AI Group 371

Some of these events, and observances at schools where there are 
Amnesty groups, will include taking part in the annual world-
wide Letter Writing Marathon for individuals at risk. This year’s 
Marathon will run from 5–13 December. It includes the case of 
Konstantina Kuneva (page 5) and nine others (two more will be 
presented here next month) for action. More than 28 AI sections 
took part in the 2008 Marathon, when over 250,000 appeals were 
sent on behalf of seven people and one community.

Information cutoff date for this issue: 22 October 2009


